Bedford Bicycle Advisory Committee Minutes

Minutes from October 9 , 2002

Present: Ray Ruetenik, Joel Parks, Charlie Schwerin, Bob Sawyer, Bob Evans, Holly Webster

Minutes from September were approved.

Continuing:

Youth biking issues – Joel has made no progress in this area.  Looking back to September’s minutes, 

     Joel proposed providing a simple outline (of a youth biking program) for the Rec. Dept. which he

     will prepare for the next meeting.  (AI2, Sept. 11, 2002, Joel)

Concord Road  parking area – Ray has not yet done the action item from September. He agreed to 

     check with  Roger Corbin of Rotary regarding the parking area.  (AI3, Sept. 11, 2002, Ray) 

West Bikeway – The walk through with Bob Sawyer;, Ray Ruetenik, and Elizabeth Bagdonas  took 

     place.  They covered all the conservation areas of the bikeway.  Elizabeth was in favor of our committee

     making a plan for what we eventually  want done.  There is lots of work.  There are no restrictions

     on non-conservation land .  The right of way is nearly or about 60 feet.  There are large conservation

     maps for us to mark our plan and present it to the conservation committee, which Ray will pick up

     tomorrow.  Ray says the objective is stone dust.  We need to point where we need to dig and where

     the dug material will go.  Ray and Bob will come up with the initial plan and then meet with Rich

     Warrington as to the possibility and costs.  ( AI1, Oct. 9, 2002, Ray and Bob)  Bob suggested a 

     2-step plan: do all first on the non-conservation land first to learn and to see how it will be done.

     Bob Evans suggested we use the NGRT as a model and see how it was handled by our DPW.  Joel

     says we should look into the privately owned land along Elm Brook.

Depot Park – No one knows what is happening.

NGRT – Joel has not yet called Rich about this. (AI5, Sept 11, 2002, Joel)  Saturday’s ride will show

     the committee the encroaching grass.

Bedford bike tour ala Arlington – The ride by our committee is the middle step before finalizing the

     formal ride for the public.  Bob Evans will run this and suggests that at this time mountain bikes 

     will work best.  Start at Depot park at 9:30 am and follow Bob.

Bridge Street path – Bob Evans rode it today and often.  Ray spoke with Bagdonas and showed where

     the path will go.  Ray wants a brush hog to remove as much brush as possible to improve visibility.

     Ray will speak to Elizabeth Bagdonas to get help drawing up what we want to do which involves

     walking the path with her.  (AI2, Oct. 9, 2002, Ray) Joel reported that the time for the brush hog

     is over but there is a big mower available to do this.  Joel will ask Rich to do this mowing regularly.

    (AI3, Oct. 9, 2002, Joel)

East-Bedford Industrial Area – (AI7, Sept 9, 2002, Joel)

DPW items – Joel will remind Rich Warrington about signage. (AI4, Oct. 9, 2002, Joel)

Bike Parking – ATM article –Nothing new.

Sidewalk passability -  This article has been approved by the state, as is a part of the town’s by-law.

Police accident reports – Nothing new.  Bob Sawyer was told he could get reports directly from the 

     Police Dept. but he has not yet but plans to do it monthly.  There was an accident 5/8/02 that Bob

     Will find out more about.  (AI5, Oct. 9, 2002, Bob Sawyer)
New:

“Bedford Comprehensive Plan”- a living document.  If we have a recommendation, we should write it 

     up and give it to the planning board.  Joel will get copies to the rest of us. (AI6, Oct. 9, 2002, Joel)

     There will be a meeting tentatively planned for Sunday Oct. 20 at 7:00pm at the First Parish Church.

     We will watch the Minuteman for the actual date and try to attend.  It mentioned that bike paths are

     not only to get to Boston or Lowell but around town, ie. internal use.

New Committee member – Joel will contact the personnel committee to notify them of Jean Hammond’s

     Resignation. (AI7, Oct. 9, 2002, Joel)

Next meeting: Nov. 13, 2002, 7:30 Town Hall
Bedford Friends of the Minuteman Bikeway
Continuing: 
Bedford Day debrief (9/21) – We need to work out a way of attracting folks to the booth.  Perhaps maps

     and photos and other text about what we, as a committee, are doing.  Be sure to get names and addresses

     of any interested parties.  We should start at least three months in advance.  Perhaps this could be a

     winter project.  Joel will put on the agenda to bring up the starting of a subcommittee to plan next

     year’s Bedford day.  

Web site – Joel says we could have such a site for $25 - $35/year.  He proposes calling it 

     www.bikebedford.org.   We approved  the use of our treasury to pay for this.  (AI8, Oct. 9, 2002,Joel)

Meeting adjourned at 9:05pm. 

